
         Headteacher: Mrs A L Stoddart BA (Hons), NPQH, MBA 
 

 

Dear Applicant  

I am delighted that you are interested in this post. Shire Oak Academy is a wonderful place to work.                                     

I took up post in September 2020 and joined an experienced SLT. Working alongside our other                               

talented and experienced staff, the potential is here to make the Academy truly outstanding.  

Although our recent outcomes are below average, the prior attainment of our students at key stage                               

2 is average and the potential to achieve good outcomes is palpable. Student behaviour is excellent,                               

and we put a great deal of emphasis on ensuring that teachers can work in an environment where                                   

students want to learn. A strength of the Academy has always been its caring ethos and strong                                 

community links, and these remain. By introducing new systems around teaching and learning,                         

assessment and  marking, we are well on the way to  transforming the Academy.  

I am looking for teachers and leaders who are passionate about their subject, have excellent subject                               

knowledge, and who are reflective practitioners, to help us to continue to improve outcomes. I think                               

this is an incredible opportunity and hope you will too; you must be able to work in effective teams                                     

and demonstrate resilience, humour and enthusiasm. You must never settle for second best. I will                             

guarantee you our time and support and a fabulous place to come to work every day. Normally I                                   

would advise you to visit but I’m sorry that on this occasion, visits won’t be possible.  

In your application, please focus on what makes you a great teacher and why you love your subject.                                   

Make me feel like I am reading about you; try not to write a generic letter which ticks the right boxes                                         

but doesn’t tell me about your values or what you are like as a teacher and  colleague. 

Good luck with your application 

Annabel Stoddart 
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